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Unemployment 

 

Diagram III.23.3 shows the unemployment rate for both the State and Omaha city. During the 

1990’s the average rate for Omaha city was 3.2, which compared to 2.6 statewide. Between 2000 

and 2010 the unemployment rate had an average of 4.2, which compared to 3.5 statewide. Since 

2010 the average unemployment rate was 3.8. Over the course of the entire period Omaha city had 

an average unemployment rate higher than the state, 3.8 percent for Omaha city, versus 3.2 

statewide.  

 
Diagram III.23.3 

Annual Unemployment Rate 
Omaha city 

1990 – 2018 BLS Data 
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Employment 

 

Table III.23.22 shows Employment and Median Earnings by industry for Omaha city from the 2018 

Five-Year ACS. The top industry by number of people employed in Omaha city was Health Care in 

2018. The Health Care industry employed 25,450 people in 2018, accounting for 15% of all 

employment in Omaha city, with industry-wide median earnings of $45,136.  

 

Table III.23.22 
City Level Employment by Industry 

Omaha city 
2018 Five Year ACS Data 

Industry 
Total  

Employment 
Percent of 

Employment 
Median  

Earnings 

Admin 8,240 5% $37,045 

Arts 2,184 1% $38,383 

Construction 12,835 8% $45,075 

Education 13,270 8% $49,356 

Farming 1,028 1% $32,100 

Finance 18,090 11% $53,857 

Food 8,015 5% $26,836 

Health Care 25,450 15% $45,136 

Info 4,133 2% $49,903 

Management 260 0% $69,286 

Manufacturing 16,901 10% $39,439 

Mining 39 0% $83,250 

Other 6,364 4% $39,537 

Prof Service 12,669 7% $66,503 

Government 5,612 3% $56,832 

Real Estate 2,976 2% $43,350 

Retail 17,439 10% $34,100 

Transport 8,644 5% $53,033 

Utilities 1,615 1% $85,745 

Wholesale 4,503 3% $51,453 
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Diagram III.23.4 displays employment and earnings data for 2018 in Omaha city. Only industries 

that employed more than 0 percent of people and had accurate median earnings data are included 

in Diagram III.23.4. 

 
Diagram III.23.4 

Employment and Median Earnings by Industry 
Omaha city 

2018 Five-Year ACS Data 
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Douglas County Earnings  

 

The Bureau of Economic Analysis (B.E.A.) produces regional economic accounts which provide a 

consistent framework for analyzing and comparing individual state and local area economies. 

Diagram III.23.5 shows real average earnings per job for Douglas County from 1990 to 2018. Over 

this period the average earnings per job for Douglas County was 58,423 dollars, which was higher 

than the statewide average of 48,556 dollars over the same period. 

 

Diagram III.23.5 
Real Average Earnings Per Job 

Douglas County 
BEA Data 1990 - 2018 
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Diagram III.23.6 shows real per capita income for Douglas County from 1990 to 2018, which is 

calculated by dividing total personal income from all sources by population. Per capita income is a 

broader measure of wealth than real average earnings per job, which only captures the working 

population. Over this period the real per capita income for Douglas County was 51,555 dollars, 

which was higher than the statewide average of 43,098 dollars over the same period. 

 
Diagram III.23.6 

Real Per Capita Income 
Douglas County 

BEA Data 1990 - 2018 
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Nebraska Department of Revenue: Douglas County  

 

According to the Nebraska Department of Revenue (DOR), returns from taxpayers with adjusted 

gross incomes (AGIs) of less than 10,000 dollars decreased by 11.3 percent between 2010 and 

2018. Returns from taxpayers with AGIs of 35,001 dollars to 50,000 dollars increased by 17.9 

percent over the period. By 2018 there were 55,145 returns for AGIs of 100,000 dollars or more. 

Table III.23.23 presents AGI distribution for the years 2000 through 2018. 

 

 

Table III.23.23 
Income Tax Returns by Adjusted Gross Income 

Douglas County 
2000–2017 DOR Data 

Year 
Less than 
$10,000 

$10,001–
$15,000 

$15,001–
$25,000 

$25,001–
$35,000 

$35,001–
$50,000 

$50,001–
$75,000 

$75,001–
$100,000 

$100,001–
$250,000 

More than 
$250,000 

Total90 

2000 45,574 14,545 34,878 27,411 27,000 30,829 16,332 16,067 3,798 216,434 

2001 45,381 13,685 34,017 27,562 27,628 30,819 16,689 15,651 3,338 214,770 

2002 43,696 15,207 33,815 27,900 27,935 30,606 16,924 16,024 3,351 215,458 

2003 41,171 16,391 33,535 27,967 28,029 30,447 17,585 17,473 3,414 216,012 

2004 40,621 16,146 33,258 27,930 28,177 31,045 18,825 19,461 4,069 219,532 

2005 36,000 13,823 28,363 24,843 25,925 29,305 18,255 19,981 4,431 200,926 

2006 37,542 17,192 34,216 29,027 29,341 31,737 20,252 23,502 5,165 227,974 

2007 39,248 17,186 33,203 28,763 29,328 32,701 21,186 26,213 5,897 233,725 

2008 39,256 17,912 35,077 30,845 31,166 33,165 21,431 27,001 5,445 241,298 

2009 37,948 18,513 34,727 30,211 30,679 32,550 21,362 27,038 4,825 237,853 

2010 36,404 19,178 35,811 30,029 31,060 32,954 21,518 28,225 5,509 240,688 

2011 37,349 19,065 35,970 30,167 31,361 33,134 21,863 29,912 5,912 244,733 

2012 36,768 18,840 35,789 30,307 31,649 33,932 22,346 32,339 6,775 248,745 

2013 36,195 18,829 35,079 30,940 32,126 34,176 22,643 34,016 7,057 251,061 

2014 36,185 18,472 34,833 31,311 32,989 35,022 23,288 36,465 7,796 256,361 

2015 35,684 18,265 34,655 31,705 34,194 36,104 23,804 38,893 8,371 261,675 

2016 34,662 17,825 33,915 32,295 35,166 36,786 24,370 40,041 8,493 263,553 

2017 33,398 17,134 32,755 32,706 35,666 37,373 24,738 42,021 9,470 265,261 

2018 32,281 16,899 31,568 32,242 36,623 38,497 25,141 44,778 10,367 268,396 

 

  

 
90 Income levels with fewer than 10 returns were not disclosed, but are included in the totals. As a result, income levels may not sum to 

total. 
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Poverty 

 
Poverty is the condition of having insufficient resources or 

income. In its extreme form, poverty is a lack of basic human 

needs, such as adequate and healthy food, clothing, housing, 

water, and health services. According to the Census Bureau’s 

Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates Program, the number 

of individuals in poverty decreased from 74,253 in 2010 to 

64,276 in 2018, with the poverty rate reaching 11.6 percent in 

2018. This compared to a state poverty rate of 11 percent and a 

national rate of 13.1 percent in 2018. Table III.23.24, presents 

poverty data for Douglas County. 

 

To compare the poverty rate against more recent data for 

Omaha city, Table III.23.25 shows poverty by age from the 

2010 and 2018 Five-Year ACS data. The 2010 Five-Year ACS 

had a poverty rate of 15.3 percent versus 14.3 percent in the 

most recent 2018 data. 

 

 

 

Table III.23.25 
Poverty by Age 

Omaha city 
2010 & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Age 
2010 Five-Year ACS 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Persons in Poverty % of Total Persons in Poverty % of Total 

Under 6 8,652 14.2% 8,276 12.8% 

6 to 17 12,726 20.8% 14,406 22.2% 

18 to 64 35,864 58.7% 37,445 57.8% 

65 or Older 3,811 6.2% 4,631 7.2% 

Total 61,053 100% 64,758 100% 

Poverty Rate 15.3% . 14.3% . 

 

Table III.23.24 
Persons in Poverty 

Douglas County 
2000–2018 SAIPE Estimates 

Year 
Persons in 

Poverty 
Poverty Rate 

2000 39,397 8.6% 
2001 41,875 9% 
2002 47,457 10.1% 
2003 51,124 10.8% 
2004 53,193 11.1% 
2005 57,967 12.2% 
2006 58,266 12.1% 
2007 58,096 12% 
2008 59,511 12.2% 
2009 63,394 12.8% 
2010 74,253 14.7% 
2011 74,975 14.6% 
2012 78,102 15.1% 
2013 80,032 15.2% 
2014 74,169 14% 
2015 77,869 14.5% 
2016 67,359 12.4% 
2017 62,619 11.4% 
2018 64,276 11.6% 
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Household Income 
 

Table III.23.26 shows the HUD calculated Median Family Income (MFI) for a family of four for 

Douglas County. In 2019 the MFI was 86,000 dollars, which compared to 78,100 dollars for the 

State of Nebraska.  

 

Table III.23.26 
Median Family Income 

Douglas County 
2000–2018 HUD MFI 

Year MFI 
State of 

Nebraska 
MFI 

2000 58,600 50,400 
2001 62,400 53,400 
2002 64,400 55,100 
2003 63,300 55,400 
2004 64,000 56,300 
2005 65,250 57,400 
2006 66,500 59,400 
2007 64,800 59,400 
2008 67,100 59,000 
2009 69,900 62,000 
2010 70,300 62,600 
2011 70,600 63,500 
2012 71,500 64,400 
2013 72,700 64,600 
2014 73,000 66,000 
2015 72,800 66,800 
2016 72,100 66,500 
2017 75,000 68,200 
2018 81,600 74,900 
2019 86,000 78,100 
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HOUSING 

Housing Production 
 

The Census Bureau reports building permit authorizations and “per unit” valuation of building 

permits by county annually. Single-family construction usually represents most residential 

development in the county. Single-family building permit authorizations in Omaha city decreased 

from 1,533 authorizations in 2017 to 1,237 authorizations in 2018.  

 

The real value of single-family building permits decreased from 148,635 dollars in 2017 to 147,669 

dollars in 2018. This compares to an increase in permit value statewide, with values increasing 

from 211,499 dollars in 2017 to 220,051 dollars in 2018. Additional details are given in Table 

III.23.27 and presented in Diagram III.23.7.  

 

Diagram III.23.8 shows total permits by unit type from 1980 to 2018. 
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Table III.23.27 

Building Permits and Valuation 
Omaha city 

Census Bureau Data, 1980–2017 

Year 

Authorized Construction in Permit Issuing Areas 
Per Unit Valuation,  

(Real 2016$) 

Single- 
Family  

Duplex  
Units 

Tri- and  
Four-Plex  

Multi-Family 
 Units 

Total  
Units 

Single-Family  
Units 

Multi-Family 
Units 

1980 1,134 188 27 122 1,471 60,506 24,847 

1981 561 66 19 159 805 58,990 24,380 
1982 508 90 48 457 1,103 58,732 39,702 
1983 1,348 126 15 287 1,776 82,051 30,526 
1984 1,445 162 64 454 2,125 116,861 24,930 
1985 1,405 112 14 351 1,882 113,406 24,784 
1986 1,290 102 40 1,572 3,004 116,733 21,766 
1987 1,219 68 8 553 1,848 121,254 27,814 
1988 1,219 58 40 475 1,792 149,890 22,652 
1989 1,248 56 4 666 1,974 138,137 19,341 
1990 1,351 28 0 930 2,309 134,542 22,026 
1991 1,461 26 0 358 1,845 131,845 29,365 
1992 1,667 28 0 464 2,159 128,581 32,396 
1993 1,755 46 24 488 2,313 130,924 34,796 
1994 1,445 28 15 297 1,785 130,716 28,960 
1995 1,377 40 8 706 2,131 128,027 31,243 
1996 1,647 54 12 1,571 3,284 122,807 32,832 
1997 1,533 58 36 1,608 3,235 128,214 49,848 
1998 1,623 40 4 1,400 3,067 143,336 63,437 
1999 1,980 68 46 560 2,654 140,882 57,183 
2000 2,008 0 212 585 2,805 132,608 55,958 
2001 2,175 8 12 495 2,690 134,019 63,242 
2002 2,282 16 12 801 3,111 157,504 76,511 
2003 2,581 26 0 308 2,915 158,281 62,353 
2004 2,646 18 14 296 2,974 155,329 78,288 
2005 2,870 48 35 509 3,462 139,919 68,284 
2006 1,879 48 89 886 2,902 135,861 66,634 
2007 1,905 22 19 681 2,627 129,278 69,640 
2008 1,576 22 24 1,035 2,657 123,069 71,122 
2009 1,542 6 6 314 1,868 121,425 87,966 
2010 1,191 18 20 350 1,579 152,535 81,103 
2011 1,160 6 6 662 1,834 149,201 80,211 
2012 1,305 28 0 582 1,915 156,803 77,549 
2013 1,567 22 7 974 2,570 161,253 73,257 
2014 1,306 0 0 1,147 2,453 158,983 79,348 
2015 1,498 0 0 1,135 2,633 153,952 82,334 
2016 1,427 36 3 1,098 2,564 143,697 64,063 
2017 1,533 0 3 1,694 3,230 148,635 86,883 
2018 1,237 0 35 1,615 2,887 147,669 58,998 
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Diagram III.23.7 

Single-Family Permits 
Omaha city  

Census Bureau Data, 1980–2018 

 
 

Diagram III.23.8 
Total Permits by Unit Type 

Omaha city 
Census Bureau Data, 1980–2018 
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Housing Characteristics 

 

Table III.23.28 shows housing units by type for 2010 and 2018. In 2010, there were 178,046 

housing units, compared with 197,869 in 2018. Single-family units accounted for 69 percent of 

units in 2018, compared to 69 in 2010. Apartment units accounted for 26 percent in 2018, 

compared to 25.7 percent in 2010. 

 

Table III.23.28 
Housing Units by Type 

Omaha city 
2010 & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Unit Type 
2010 Five-Year ACS 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Units % of Total Units % of Total 

Single-Family  122,769 69% 136,598 69% 

Duplex 3,093 1.7% 3,288 1.7% 

Tri- or Four-Plex 4,544 2.6% 4,489 2.3% 

Apartment 45,784 25.7% 51,518 26% 

Mobile Home 1,847 1% 1,896 1% 

Boat, RV, Van, Etc. 9 0% 80 0% 

Total 178,046 100% 197,869 100% 

 

Table III.23.29 shows housing units by tenure from 2010 to 2018. By 2018, there were 197,869 

housing units. An estimated 58 percent were owner-occupied, and 7.4 percent were vacant. 
 

Table III.23.29 
Housing Units by Tenure 

Omaha city 
2010 Census & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Tenure 
2010 Census 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Units % of Total Units % of Total 

Occupied Housing Units 162,627 91.6% 183,160 92.6% 

   Owner-Occupied 94,815 58.3% 106,180 58% 

   Renter-Occupied 67,812 41.7% 76,980 42% 

Vacant Housing Units 14,891 8.4% 14,709 7.4% 

Total Housing Units 177,518 100% 197,869 100% 
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Households by income for the 2010 and 2018 Five-Year ACS are shown in Table III.23.30. 

Households earning 100,000 dollars or more per year represented 24.6 percent of households in 

2018, compared to 16.3 percent in 2010.  Meanwhile, households earning less than 15,000 dollars 

accounted for 11.2 percent of households in 2018, compared to 14 percent in 2000. 

 

Table III.23.30 
Households by Income 

Omaha city 
2010 & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Income 
2010 Five-Year ACS 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Households % of Total Households % of Total 

Less than $15,000 22,824 14% 20,541 11.2% 

$15,000 to $19,999 8,855 5.4% 7,749 4.2% 

$20,000 to $24,999 10,523 6.5% 9,280 5.1% 

$25,000 to $34,999 19,985 12.3% 17,078 9.3% 

$35,000 to $49,999 24,650 15.1% 26,102 14.3% 

$50,000 to $74,999 30,987 19% 33,848 18.5% 

$75,000 to $99,999 18,585 11.4% 23,583 12.9% 

$100,000 or More 26,605 16.3% 44,979 24.6% 

Total 163,014 100% 183,160 100% 

 
Table III.23.31 shows households by year home built for the 2010 and 2018 Five-Year ACS data. 

Housing units built between 2000 and 2009 account for 4.9 percent in 2010 and 6.8 percent of 

households in 2018. Housing units built in 1939 or earlier represented 19.4 percent of households 

in 2018 and 21.4 percent of households in 2010. 

 

Table III.23.31 
Households by Year Home Built 

Omaha city 
2010 & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Year Built 
2010 Five-Year ACS 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Households % of Total Households % of Total 

1939 or Earlier 34,847 21.4% 35,587 19.4% 

1940 to 1949 9,504 5.8% 8,121 4.4% 

1950 to 1959 21,412 13.1% 21,106 11.5% 

1960 to 1969 27,139 16.6% 27,551 15% 

1970 to 1979 29,616 18.2% 29,509 16.1% 

1980 to 1989 16,517 10.1% 20,532 11.2% 

1990 to 1999 15,939 9.8% 23,507 12.8% 

2000 to 2009 8,040 4.9% 12,454 6.8% 

2010 or Later   4,793 2.6% 

Total 163,014 100% 183,160 100% 
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The distribution of unit types by race are shown in Table III.23.32. An estimated 74 percent of 

white households occupy single-family homes, while 60 percent of black households occupy 

single-family homes. Some 22 percent of white households occupy apartments, while 34.7 percent 

of black households occupy apartments. An estimated 41.1 percent of Asian and 63 percent of 

American Indian households occupy single-family homes. 

 

Table III.23.32 
Distribution of Units in Structure by Race 

Omaha city 
2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Unit Type White Black 
American 

 Indian 
Asian 

Native Hawaiian/ 
Pacific Islanders 

Other 
Two or  

More Races 

Single-
Family 

74% 60% 63% 41.1% 76.4% 59.7% 58.8% 

Duplex 1.3% 2.1% 2.2% 1.2% 9.7% 3.2% 2.1% 

Tri- or Four-
Plex 

1.8% 2.9% 11.4% 3.7% 0% 5% 3.2% 

Apartment 22% 34.7% 20.7% 52.9% 13.9% 28.6% 34.6% 

Mobile 
Home 

0.9% 0.3% 2.7% 1% 0% 1.9% 1.1% 

Boat, RV, 
Van, Etc. 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1.6% 0.2% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 

The disposition of vacant units between 2010 and 2018 is shown in Table III.23.33. By 2018, for-

rent units accounted for 40.3 percent of vacant units, while for-sale units accounted for 9.8 percent. 

“Other” vacant units accounted for 38.9 percent of vacant units, representing a total of 5,718 

“other” vacant units. 

 

Table III.23.33 
Disposition of Vacant Housing Units 

Omaha city 
2010 Census & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Disposition 
2010 Census 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Units % of Total Units % of Total 

For Rent  7,862 52.8% 5,921 40.3% 

For Sale 1,931 13% 1,438 9.8% 

Rented Not Occupied 347 2.3% 646 4.4% 

Sold Not Occupied 409 2.7% 372 2.5% 

For Seasonal, Recreational, or Occasional Use 636 4.3% 614 4.2% 

For Migrant Workers 5 0% 0 0% 

Other Vacant 3,701  24.9% 5,718  38.9% 

Total 14,891 100% 14,709 100% 
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Housing Problems 

 

Households are classified as having housing problems if they face overcrowding, incomplete 

plumbing or kitchen facilities, or cost burdens. Overcrowding is defined as having from 1.1 to 1.5 

people per room per residence, with severe overcrowding defined as having more than 1.5 people 

per room. Households with overcrowding are shown in Table III.23.34. In 2018, an estimated 1.6 

percent of households were overcrowded and an additional 0.6 percent were severely 

overcrowded. 

 

Table III.23.34 
Overcrowding and Severe Overcrowding 

Omaha city 
2010 & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Data Source 
No Overcrowding Overcrowding Severe Overcrowding 

Total 
Households % of Total Households % of Total Households % of Total 

Owner 

2010 Five-Year ACS  96,833 98.8% 1,067 1.1% 150 0.2% 98,050 

2018 Five-Year ACS  105,013 98.9% 1,026 1% 141 0.1% 106,180 

Renter 

2010 Five-Year ACS  62,429 96.1% 1,766 2.7% 769 1.2% 163,014 

2018 Five-Year ACS  74,170 96.3% 1,852 2.4% 958 1.2% 183,160 

Total 

2010 Five-Year ACS  159,262 97.7% 2,833 1.7% 919 0.6% 163,014 

2018 Five-Year ACS  179,183 97.8% 2,878 1.6% 1,099 0.6% 183,160 

 

Incomplete plumbing and kitchen facilities are another indicator of potential housing problems. 

According to the Census Bureau, a housing unit is classified as lacking complete plumbing facilities 

when any of the following are not present: piped hot and cold water, a flush toilet, and a bathtub or 

shower. Likewise, a unit is categorized as deficient when any of the following are missing from the 

kitchen: a sink with piped hot and cold water, a range or cook top and oven, and a refrigerator.  

 

Table III.23.35 shows households with incomplete plumbing facilities in 2000, 2010, and 2018. 

There were a total of 497 households with incomplete plumbing facilities in 2018, representing 0.3 

percent of households in Omaha city. This is compared to 0.3 percent of households lacking 

complete plumbing facilities in 2010. 

  


